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Suitable alliance is invited for Trichur Ezhava Girl 5.2”, 26
years Aayillyam. Medium Built, BE (IT) working ina MNC

in Mumbai

Contact : 25220636 / 9869237700

Mumbai settled Pathanamthitta based Ezhava parents looks
suitable alliance for daughter. 30 yrs., 5°.3”, Pooram, MSc.
(Life Science) pursuing Ph.D. and working in reputed re-
search laboratry as Molicular Scientist in Mumbai

Contact : 0251 - 2250366
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MAHATMA JOTHI RAO PHULE

© Among the social reformers of
- India, Jothi Rao Phule, lovingly
- called Jothiba, was the first
- Shudra to raise his voice against
- casteism and demand social
- justice. His main objectives were
- eradication of caste system,
- establishing the right to
- education to Shudras and
: Atishudras, liberation of
© common man from exploitation
© by Brahmin priests in the name
- of religious rituals, equality of
- men and women in the society,
- and liberation of farmers from
- economic exploitation by the
- upper caste feudal lords.

- He was born in a Shudra family
- of Maali caste, in Poone in 1827.
- Their family profession was
- cultivation and sale of
. vegetables and flowers. Jothi
- Rao’s father, Govinda Rao,
- wanted to educate his son. But
- in those days education was
- denied to Shudras as per caste
- rules. Only Brahmins,
- Kshatriyas, and Vaisyas, who
- were on the upper rungs of the
- caste hierarchy had the privilege
- of education. Moreover
. professions were caste linked.
© Shudras were meant to serve the

\ g5 S

1827-1890

Sathyabai Sivadas

Rao to withdraw his son from :
school. As tradition demanded, :
13 years old Jothi was married :
to 8 years old Savitri Bai. :

But the boy did not give up:
learning. He went on reading :
books. The father was much -
impressed by the boy’s:
enthusiasm and abilities. Some :
non-Hindu friends implored him
to send his son back to school. :
Thus Jothi’s education was:
resumed. Every day he used to :
upper castes, and the Atishudras  teach his wife, what he learnt at :
were confined to agricultural labour  school. :
and menial works like scavenging
for which they did not need
education. They were easily
convinced that eduation was the
prerogative of the upper castes.
So, when Jothi Rao was sent to
school, there were mixed reactions.
The Shudras and lower castes felt
that it was an unwanted luxury
.They told Govinda Rao that an
educated boy may not take up his :
profession at a later date, which These books implanted:
would be disastrous to their patriotismand the ideas of liberty,
existence. The upper castes, equality and fraternity in their:
especially, the Brahmins felt thatit ~ young minds. '
was an act of defiance, denial of
religion and God. Anyway, all of
them together persuaded Govinda

During his school days, he and -
his friend Sadasiva Ballal:
Govande were voracious:
readers. They were very much -
influenced by Thomas Paine’s :
Rights of man and John Stuart :
Mill’s On Liberty and the:
biographies of George:
Washington and Chatrapati :
Sivaji. :

A personal insult to Jothiba:
triggered off matters. He was
insulted and sent away from a -
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: wedding procession of Brahmins
- on account of his caste. He was
“told on his face, “ You are a
- Shudra — A Shudra has no right
- to walk beside a Brahmin. The
- Shudra’s position is much below
-and behind the Brahmins.
- However much he tries, the
- Shudra cannot claim equality with
. the Brahmin___.”

- Jothiba was hurt to the core and
- he went home weeping. His
- father tried to console him by
 pointing out that social norms had
“to be accepted. If it were the
- Peshwa’s regime, the punishment
- for breaking caste rules would
- have been to crush the person’s
-head under elephants feet.
- Jothiba had escaped that fate, he
- expressed.

- Jothiba was not convinced. He
- could not swallow the glaring
- injustice. He saw masses around
 him living in total ignorance about
- their right, in meek submission to
- the caste rules and denials imposed
- onthem by Brahmin priests, in the
- name of religion. Jothiba decided
- this condition could not be allowed
- to continue, something had to be
- done about it.

- Jothiba’s visit to a girl’s school in
- Ahmednagar, run by American
. missionaries, exposed to him
- another area of injustice . The
- Principal of the school
-Miss.Farar expressed her
-unhappiness over the way in

which women were neglected and
ill-treated in India. The woman,
irrespective of caste, had no
freedom, no rights, and no voice.
It needs a social revolution to
change all these.

Jothiba launched his first step in
1850. He started a school for
Atisudra (untouchable) girls in
Budhavarpet. When there was
parental protest against girls being
taught by a man, Jothiba sent his
wife to teach. He used to teach her
every day, the lessons for the next
day. The Brahmin community was
shocked. The untouchables and the
Shudras had no right to education.
And here was a Shudra man and
his wife to teach untouchable girls!
It was the height of defiance of
Manu’s rules. Jothiba rejected
Manu’s rules saying that they were
not relevant to modern times. So
the “Heirs of Manu”, pressurized
Govinda Rao to control his son.
But Jothiba refused to close down
the school. So he and his wife were
turned out of the house. The school
had to be closed due to financial
reasons.

Jothiba reopened the school after
a few months. By this time Savitri
Bai and Govande’s wife
Saraswathi Bai were educated
enough to work as teachers. Savitri
Bai took up the responsibility of
running the school. The Heirs of
Manu used to insult her, humiliate
her by throwing mud on her while

she was going to school,. But she :
continued. In spite of all these :
resistance, Jothiba opened three :
more schools for girls. The:
performance of the schools was :
much appreciated by the:
authorities. He and his friends,
along with some parents started :
Stree Vidya Samstha, to take care :
of women’s educations. Phule :
was felicitated by the authorities :
for his contributions to women’s :
education. :

Jothiba next opened a rescue :
home for Brahmin widows:
(1860). He had seen that as a:
result of child marriages, which -
as the norm in the those days, -
young widows were common :
and remarriage for Brahmin:
widows was strictly forbidden by :
Manu’s laws. ;

Unfortunately, if a young widow :
became pregnant, she was turned :
out of her house mercilessly. :
Unable to bear the social taboo, :
she committed suicide or if she -
lived to give birth in secret, she -
would kill the infant. Jothiba was
moved by the plight of these
young widows and started a:
rescue home to save them from :
this predicament. In this:
orphanage they were given:
shelter and facilities for:
confinement, and if the young :
widow was unable to take care :
of her child, the orphanage took -
care of it. The Brahmins tried -
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: everything under the sun to stop
- this orphanage but they could not.
- He raised his voice against child
- marriage also.

- Apart from all these, Jothiba
Phule’s  attention  was
- concentrated on the miserable
-lives led by farmers and the
- exploitation to which they were
- subjected to by Brahmin feudal
“lords. In 1855 he published a
- drama Thritiya Ratna in which he
. clearly explained how religious
-oppression and economic
- exploitation were interlinked. In
- the name of rituals, the Brahmin
- priests used to demand and
- extract very high Dakshina. This
- exposure infuriated the Brahmins
- and they tried to get him killed,
- (1856) but did not succeed as the
“mercenaries they engaged
- became Jyothiba’s followers.

- In 1873, he along with some
- friends started Satya Shodhak
- Samaj to defend the rights of the
- untouchables. He felt that in order
- to destroy Brahmin supremacy,
- all non Brahmin castes had to
- unite.

- Another book published by him
-in 1873, ‘Gulam Giri’ (slavery)
- became the source of inspiration
~for a massive people’s
- movement, Sathya Shodhana
- Movement, for social justice. In
- this book he expressed that the
- non-Brahmin castes were the
- producers of wealth and the

sustainers of life. Officials like
collectors, would understand the
problems of farmers, if they were
from the farmers.

by Brahmin elite. This would bring :
equality. :
His representations to Govt.:
officials about the farmers:
conditions and other social evils :
like child marriages are interesting :
social documents. :

The cultivators’ Whip Cord is a
collection of speeches by Jothiba
during 1882. In this he describes
the common problems of farmers
all over India. He suggested that
the only way to resolve the conflict
between the Brahmin elites and the
ethnic people was to get the
educated ethnic people to take up
official positions, occupied hither to

The title of Mahatma was:
conferred on him by the people :
in 1888. He breathed his last on -
29.11.1890. He was the only -
social reformer who traveled all -
over Maharashtra to unite:
people. :
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